
DOWNERS GROVE 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 

Minutes 
January 9, 2014 

 
 

I. Roll Call 

Chairman Sterner called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. and asked for a roll call. 

Present: Chairman Sterner, Commissioner Cavallo, Commissioner Pelloso, 
Commissioner Salman, Commissioner Speta 
Absent: Commissioner Eisenhart 
Staff: Allison Deitch, Nick Santoro 

II.  Review and Approval of November 14, 2013 Meeting Minutes 

Commissioner Speta made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 14, 
2013 meeting. Commissioner Cavallo seconded the motion, which passed by a 
voice vote.  
 

III.  Visitor Welcome 

 There were no visitors.  

IV. Staff Update on Ongoing Projects  

Mr. Santoro gave an update on the following items:  
The solar panel workshop was held on November 18. It was attended by 75 
people and is posted to the Village’s YouTube channel.  
 
The next workshop for residents will be held on February 25 for rain gardens in 
the Village Council Chambers. Jim Kleinwachter from the Conservation 
Foundation will provide a step-by-step guide to installing a rain garden. The 
workshop will be broadcast live.  
 
After Thanksgiving, the Village offered a cooking oil collection, which will be 
on-going at the Village’s fleet garage. There is a third-party vendor who takes the 
cooking oil.  
 
Chairman Sterner asked if the Village approved a stormwater utility increase. Ms. 
Deitch stated that yes, the Council approved a 6% increase in the stormwater fee 
for 2014.  
 

 
 



V. Green Business Program Update 

Ms. Deitch introduced ideas for promoting the green business program such as: 
 Engage the Chamber of Commerce, which would consist of sharing the 

program at a Chamber event and highlighting best practices 
 Engage the Economic Development Corporation to identify businesses 

that are already ‘green’ and encourage them to apply 
 Co-brand with the Earth Flag from SCARCE - Promote the green audit 

and the earth flag as a first step to green business recognition 
 Present at a Downtown Management Corporation meeting 
  Use the stories of best practices from recognized green businesses in a 

digital brochure 
 
The commission recommended emphasizing items that will benefit businesses, 
specifically in the areas of energy efficiency and water conservation. Suggestions 
included using the Village’s regular newspaper ad to publicize the businesses that 
were recognized in 2013, as well as using a St. Patrick’s Day themed-promotion 
to build on the ‘green’ practices for downtown businesses.  
 
The commission also suggested creating an environmental newsletter that 
subscribers could opt into receiving, similar to the Village’s e-news.  
 

VI. New Business 

Commissioner Salman related her experience with the Energy Impact Illinois 
Program. She suggested renewing promotion for the program, which she used for 
energy efficiency upgrades in her home.  
 

VI.  Adjournment 

The next meeting was scheduled for February 13. Commissioner Pelloso made a 
motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Cavallo seconded the motion, 
which passed by a voice vote.  


